“Principals of War: Guadalcanal 1942”
Mr.Meetze

WWII

“Hold Bloody Ridge Against the Japanese” September 12, 1942 (100pts)
You are Lieutenant Colonel Merritt Edson but better know as ‘Red Mike’ commander of the U.S. 1st Marine Raider Battalion under General Vandegritt’s 1st Marine Division.  You and your men having already cleared out the newly dubbed ‘Henderson Field’ must hold your important defensive position from the expected Japanese counter attacks.  Admiral Nimitz demands that the Solomon Islands be used as staging points for the land based bombing raids against the Pacific held Japanese strongholds.  The success of the entire Pacific war depends on your ability to hold the so-called line and keep Henderson Field in American hands. 
Before you continue remember the following:
Japanese Attackers and Military Forces:

· The Kawagucki-Brigade = 4,000-6,000 elite troops reinforcements have just landed on the island subdivided into the 1st & 3rd Battalions of the 124th Infantry Regiment and the 2nd Division of the 4th Infantry Division.
· Guerrilla Warfare Tactics = human wave attacks or banzi charges, infiltration of front-line positions, ambushes, and surprise.

· Small Arms and Artillery = No Advantage compared to the Marines weapons.

· Japanese Navy = Controls the immediate area causing your U.S. Marines to have severe shortages in ammo, equipments, men, and supplies.

Remember:   The Japanese Significantly Outnumber You and Have Surprise on their Side!!!

Use the Map to find the following areas    (A good time to neatly high-light)

- Bloody Ridge, Henderson Field, and Hill 120.
- Look at the Color of the Vegetative areas.

      - Notice the course of the land.  (Elevation)
Geography:

· Bloody Ridge = No Vegetation, clear, and flat as if it was a road.  The entire ridge line is 1,500 yards long and 550 yards wide.
· “120”= offers a good area of view if not that elevated.

· Surrounding the Ridge is dense jungle without long range visibility.

American Defenders and Military Forces: (These are yours)
· Five Raider Companies A,B,C,D, and E the weapons company in addition to A,B, and C from the 1st Marine Parachute Battalion and the two support units consisting of the 1st Pioneer Battalion and 1st Amphibious Tractor Battalion which total 840 men.

· Limited Barbed wire to tighten the area as well as no land mines.  
· Excellent communication system comprised of landline or runners.
· Weapons M1903 Springfield rifles in addition to the weapons companies .30-.50 caliber machine guns.  Twelve 105 mm howitzers can fire within 1 minute of receiving a call for fire.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Task: Complete the Primary Object and as many additional Secondary Objectives as possible.  (HINT: Some Secondary Objectives Need to Be Complete Before You Attempt the Primary Objective)  You may or may not choose the following course of actions.
#1 Same Line- A good feel of the terrain and the area is pre-sighted against the Japanese but may be predictable.  


#2 New Face- An excellent field of fire against the exposed ridgeline but may 

give up too much territory to the enemy (300 yards).

# 3 Fire from Above- A ploy designed to force the Japanese into a ‘Kill Zone’ but the Japanese might not take the bait.

#4 Your Own Plan-
*
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Each group of students will be required to type a ¾ to 1 page, single spaced, and 12 point font, Times New Roman style battle plan. (Do Not Shrink the Margins!!!!) Failure to follow the above guidelines in any fashion will result in the loss of 50% of the total grade. 


In your paper you will address all Nine Principals of war in outline form.
(40 points)
Name of Plan:
1. Mass-









2. Objective-

3. Offensive-

4. Maneuver-

5. Unity of Command-

6. Security-

7. Simplicity-

8. Surprise-

9. Economy of Force-
Next with depth, completely describe and explain your battle plan in paragraph form. 











(40points)

You will be also given 1 Final Copy Map for your group.  Clearly, Colorfully, and Neatly using pen and or makers label the map and draw in the alignment of your forces for your plan.









 (20points)
